AFTER THE WAR  *

WHAT   BEFALLS   A   WHOLE   PEOPLE   FALLS   ALSO   ON

the individual. The war was over, one hard epoch was
exchanged for another. Millions of men had to draw
a'line through the life they had hitherto lived.

Thus the young Captain Goring suddenly saw clearly
that life had lost its meaning for him. The war was
over, so was his military career; the German army
was reduced to 100,000 men. Here there was no
opening for him.

He is seen to have not the slightest understanding
for the revolution. 'We can no longer see the foe
threatening the nation over there at the frontier,' the
bewildered man wrote. * The shame and the hardships
of Germany are beginning.5

Goring was in despair that there was no longer any
foe at the frontier. For several years now he had been
wont to see a foe somewhere and to be always fighting
against this foe.

The warrior could not find himself at home under
peaceful conditions. The man in the soldier's tunic
could not understand the civilian. Was not fighting
and war the highest meaning in life ? Was all this to
be something now that had gone by ? Goring desper-
ately fought down this thought.
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